Forests of New Jersey, 2015
This publication provides an overview of forest resources in New Jersey based on an annual inventory conducted by the U.S. Forest Service, Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) program at the Northern Research Station. Estimates are based on field data collected using an annualized sample design and are updated yearly. 
Overview
Of New Jersey's nearly 2 million acres of forest land, 52 percent is publicly owned (Table 1) . Timberland accounts for 87 percent of forest land, 12 percent is reserved, and less than one-half of a percent (2,500 acres) is other forest land.
Photo by Rich Widmann, U.S. Forest Service. 
Forest Area
Forest land in New Jersey has remained around 2 million acres since 2008 ( Fig. 1) . In an effort to improve consistency, FIA's definition of forest land was revised in 1999 (Widmann 2005) . As a result, areas previously classified as nonforest, e.g., forested rightsof-way and urban lands, were reclassified as forest land. Subsequently, these changes resulted in an increase in forest land in 1999, while timberland remained constant.
Forest land is distributed throughout New Jersey. The highest concentrations of forest land occur in the northwestern and southeastern portions of the State, with the bulk of forest land occurring in the Pinelands (Fig. 2) .
Two forest-type groups-oak/hickory (867,300 acres) and loblolly/shortleaf pine (467,000 acres)-occupy 67 percent of forest land in New Jersey. Within these two groups, white oak/red oak/hickory (256,000 acres) and pitch pine (444,500 acres) are the largest forest types, respectively.
Forest land consists mainly of sawtimber stands (69 percent); 25 percent of forest land is made up of poletimber stands, 5 percent contain sapling-seedling stands, and 1 percent is nonstocked. The average age of forest stands continues to increase (Fig. 3) . Currently, 69 percent of stands are over 61 years of age. Pitch pine is the most voluminous species on forest land, followed by red maple and yellow-poplar (Liriodendron tulipifera) ( Table 2 ). Live-tree and sapling biomass totals 117.3 million tons on forest land, which equates to 58.7 million tons of carbon in New Jersey's forests (Table 1) .
Forest growth decreased by 17 percent since 2010 (Table 1) . Pitch pine had the highest growth, followed by yellow-poplar and red maple; these three species accounted for 52 percent of growth statewide. In contrast, mortality increased by 35 percent since 2010 (Table 1) . Four species made up 46 percent of total mortality: pitch pine, red maple, white ash (Fraxinus americana), and scarlet oak (Quercus coccinea) ( Table 2) .
Average annual removals of live trees on forest land totaled an estimated 10.9 million ft 3 , for a growth-toremovals ratio of 7.42 (Table 1) . Removals due to harvesting accounted for 88 percent of total removals in 2015. Sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua) and black oak (Quercus velutina) comprised 43 percent of total harvest removals (Table 2) . As of 2013, there are an estimated 11,000 family forest ownerships with 10 or more acres of forest land in New Jersey. The average size of these family forest holdings is 31 acres and the average length of ownership is 24 years. The most common activity on family forest land is cutting trees for personal use, such as firewood (Table 3) . Eighty-one percent of family forest owners are male. Additional attributes of these family forest ownerships are included in Table 3 . Supplementary results and details about the NWOS are available in Butler et al. (2016) .
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